Listening and Asking POWERFUL QUESTIONS
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· V5----- Jesus looked up and ___________.
                            How can we listen with our eyes?
                                                   Why was this a powerful question?   
1.  It was rooted in ____________________.   Note the inclusive “we” within the asking.

2. The question from our Lord is also powerful because it shifts the __________________to the disciples.   As Robert Logan explains in his book, Coaching 101, “The person being coached does the work.”  
3. A third reason that this is a powerful question is because it is ______________ and uncomplicated.  His question is simple and to the point, yet sets in motion the learning of some profound truths.  If a question is too long, the power gets lost by the resistance of the distance from first word to last.  If a question is too complicated, the profound simplicity of the moment can be lost. 
4. Jesus’ question also helped the disciples discover all the _______________ within their reach.  He already had in mind what He was going to do.  In coaching we often know what needs to be done, but in the asking of a question we can solicit participation and involvement leading to a transformational experience.  It is a wonderful blessing when the asking of a question nudges people into a place of hearing from God and not just from people as coaches.  That is potent.

5. There is a fifth reason that this question from Jesus is powerful:   It builds ____________________.  “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  (John 6:5b).  The question is loaded with intentionality.  Effective coaches build expectations for starting and finishing well.  Effective coaching equips in a way that builds expectancy and faith.
6. The question connects with a __________________.  Everyone was hungry.  

7. Finally, Jesus modeled a powerful question in that it was _______________.  It could not be answered by a simple “yes” or “no.”  He could have asked, “Do we have any food?”  Instead, he asked a question that set the stage and opened the way for a great miracle.  We want to help people we are coaching to be always in a “bless-able” place, where God can work.    
-------------

IN TRIADS:

      Pick a question from the list below that would be a powerful question for somebody to ask you. Talk about why that question would be a powerful question for you.   The listeners should attempt to listen well and ask other good questions.   
                                       * LISTEN to each other and ask probing questions!
Consider the Powerful Questions of Jesus:

· “What is written in the Law?  How do you read it?”  (Luke 10:26)
·  “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” (Luke 24:17)

· “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?”  (Luke 24:38)

·  “What do you want?”  (John 1:38)

· “Where are they?  Has no one condemned you?” (John 8:10)

· “Do you believe this?” (John 11:26:b)

· “Will you really lay down your life for me?” (John 13:38a)

· “Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you about me?” (John 18:34)

· “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” (John 21:5)

· “Simon, son of John, do you truly love me?” (John 21:16)
Other Powerful Questions:

1. What are you excited about these days?
2. What is God using from your past to make you who you are today?
3. The Outward Bound motto is a concise concept: “If you can’t get out of it, get into it!” What does that mean for you where you are in life right now?

4. What are you learning about yourself?
5. If you know you could not fail, what would you do for the glory of God?

6. What challenge are you facing?
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John 6:5               





When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him,


he said to Philip,


            "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”












